Ceasing the Illegal Blockade
The U.S. Stands with the People of Qatar

The governments of the State of Qatar and the United States held
the inaugural Strategic Dialogue in Washington D.C. on January
30, 2018.

From the Joint Statement:
The two countries welcomed this first Strategic Dialogue,
highlighting the strength of their bilateral relationship and the
mutually beneficial opportunities for the peoples of both countries
to deepen bilateral cooperation.
The United States and Qatar underscored the strength of their ties and established a shared vision for the
future of their strategic partnership. The two governments took an important step to elevate the bilateral
relationship by signing a Memorandum of Understanding establishing an annual Strategic Dialogue.
Qatar and the United States discussed the Gulf crisis and expressed the need for an immediate resolution
which respects Qatar’s sovereignty. The two governments expressed concern about the harmful security,
economic and human impacts of the crisis. Concern was also expressed over peace and stability in the
Gulf and adherence to international law.
The United States expressed its readiness to work jointly with Qatar to deter and confront any external
threat to Qatar’s territorial integrity that is inconsistent with the United Nations Charter.
Qatar emphasized its appreciation for the role played by the United States in the mediation of the dispute
in support of the efforts of the Emir of Kuwait. Qatar and the United States affirmed their backing for a
strong Gulf Cooperation Council that is focused on countering regional threats and ensuring a peaceful
and prosperous future for all its peoples.
This new Strategic Dialogue process underlines the commitment of Qatar and the United States to increase
cooperation in fields that are of the greatest mutual and practical benefit. Such cooperation includes the
issues discussed today but also incorporates important work in the fields of sports, education, health, arts,
and culture.
The two governments outlined a way forward together for the development of their partnership. They
committed to continue their dialogue and cooperation on issues including: combating regional terrorism
and violent extremism; countering the financing of terrorism; consolidating state of the art defense facilities;
and expanding their trade and investment partnerships.
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Comments from Opening Statements on the Strategic Dialogue
Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson
“Qatar is a strong partner and a longtime friend of the United States. We value the U.S.-Qatar relationship and hope the talks today deepen
our strategic ties.”
“With respect to counterterrorism, following President Trump’s challenge to all of our Gulf partners during the Riyadh summit last year,
Qatar has made significant progress to improve efforts to combat terrorism. As a result of the memorandum of understanding our countries
signed in July, the United States and Qatar have increased information sharing on terrorists and terrorist financiers.”
“As the Gulf dispute nears the eight-month mark, the United States remains as concerned today as we were at its outset. This dispute
has had direct negative consequences economically and militarily for those involved, as well as the United States. We are concerned
by the rhetoric and propaganda employed in the region, playing out daily in Arab mainstream and social media.”
“It is critical that all parties minimize rhetoric, exercise restraint to avoid further escalation, and work toward a resolution. A
united GCC bolsters our effectiveness on many fronts, particularly on counterterror – countering terrorism, defeating ISIS,
and countering the spread of Iran’s malign influence.”

Minister of Defense, Dr. Khalid Al-Attiyah
“We have stood together many time in the face of tyranny, fought those who defied the rule of law, and walked
jointly to confront the complex and expensive challenges that face our region today.”
“The relationship extend beyond the security, defense, and political. It extend in the educational, as Sheikh
Mohammed said, energy sector, commerce, and social tie. I speak of the special relation that we share
with our friend and allies here in the United States, and there is no better way to demonstrate the
uniqueness of this relation than by looking at our military-to-military partnership.”
“In the current Gulf conflict, the disruption of CT [counter-terrorism] offered the stabilizing allied
forces’ effort in the region. Brave men and women of Qatar, since our inception, there has been
those who wish to impose their domain over us. Qatar did not waver then and it will not waver
now. And to protect the sovereignty and fight of its independence, the brave people of Qatar
stood firmly with their leader in face of the mounting hostility directed toward their country.”

Secretary of Defense, Jim Mattis
“Even in the midst of its own current challenges, Qatar and the United States maintain excellent military-to-military relations, hosting Al
Udeid Air Base, home to our Combined Air Operations Center, the United States Air Force Central Command Forward Headquarters,
and U.S. Central Command’s Forward Headquarters, providing critical counterterrorism support to the Defeat ISIS/Defeat Daesh
coalition and President Trump’s South Asia strategy.”
“…a united Gulf Cooperation Council bolsters our effectiveness on many fronts, particularly on countering terrorism, defeating
ISIS/Daesh, and countering the spread of Iran’s malign influence. It is thus critical that the GCC recovers its cohesion as the
proud Gulf nations return to mutual support through a peaceful resolution that provides for enhanced regional stability and
prosperity.”
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